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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments, filed on 05/23/2005, have been entered and made of record. Claims 7 
and 24 are cancelled. Claims 1-6, 8-23, and 25-26 are pending. 



2. The Information Disclosure Statement filed with the present application does not list all 
the references in the specification. Therefore, unless references have been listed in the PTO- 
1449, the examiner has not considered them. 



In view of the Applicant's amended title and cancellation in claim 24, objection to the 
title and claim 24 are hereby withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments see Amendment (Remarks), page 10 filed 05/23/05, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. The 
amended claims are rejected in view of the same reference as cited in the previous Office Action. 

With respect to independent claims 1, 25 and 26, the Applicants argue that Pavley (US- 
6,3 17,141) fails to teach or suggest a digital camera wherein the still image file can be associated 
with particular point of time or period of time in the sound passage of a sound passage file. The 
Examiner respectfially disagrees. Pavley teaches a camera wherein one of the still image and 
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sequential images are displayed for a predefined time on the screen while any associated audio 
are played (Col. 12, Ln. 6-13). Pavley further teaches that the audio and video editing screen are 
operated and appeared the same and thereby allowing the operator to select a particular point of 
time in the sound wave for associating with other media object (Col. 14, Ln. 17-52). Further 
more, Pavley teaches the media objects having one or more media types associated therewith, 
wherein the media types include a still image, sequential image, video, and audio (Col. 2, Ln. 39- 
56; Col. 7, Ln. 37-67 - Col. 8, Ln. 1-15). In addition, the duration of the media object during the 
slide-show are provided with three setting: a predefined fixed 3 second duration, an automatic 
setting causing the media object to be played for the duration of the associated audio object and a 
random setting wherein the user randomly branches to the associated media objects (still image, 
audio) and continue on with the slide show presentation (Col. 15, Ln. 65-67 - Col. 16, Ln. 1-20). 

In view of the above, the Examiner believes that the broadest interpretation of the present 
claimed invention does in fact read on the cited reference for at least the reasons discussed above 
and as stated in the detail Office Action as follows. This Office Action is now made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-6, 10, 12-18, 20, 22-23 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Pavley et at, (US-6,3 17,141). 
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Regarding claim 1, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera comprising: 
camera apparatus (Fig. 1, 100) for capturing still images (Col. 3, Ln. 55-60). 
sound recording apparatus (142) for capturing sound passages (Col. 7, Ln. 3-23; Col. 4, 
Ln. 10-14). 

a memory (126, 128, 122) for retaining still images as still image files and sound 
passages as sound passage files (Col. 5, Ln. 58-67 - Col. 6, Ln. 1-8); and 

a user interface (Figs. 4a-4b, 206a-c) adapted for selectively linking one or more still 
image files with one or more sound passage files to form a linked group, and for selectively 
unlinking one or more files from a linked group (Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; Col. 7, Ln. 14-23; Col. 9, Ln. 
49-67; media-objects can be a still image, video, or audio), the digital camera being adapted such 
that a still image file can be associated with a particular point of time or period of time in the 
sound passage of a sound passage file (Col. 12, Ln. 6-13; Pavley teaches a camera wherein one 
of the still image and sequential images are displayed for a predefined time on the screen while 
any associated audio are played; Col. 14, Ln. 17-52; Pavley further teaches that the audio and 
video editing screen are operated and appeared the same and thereby allowing the operator to 
select a particular point of time in the sound wave for associating with other media object. 
Further more, Pavley teaches the media objects having one or more media types associated 
therewith, wherein the media types include a still image, sequential image, video, and audio; see 
Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; Col. 7, Ln. 37-67 - Col. 8, Ln. 1-15. The duration of the media object during 
the slide-show are provided with three setting: a predefined fixed 3 second duration, an 
automatic setting causing the media object to be played for the duration of the associated audio 
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object and a random setting wherein the user randomly branches to the associated media objects 
and continue on with the slide show presentation; see Col. 15, Ln. 65-67 - Col. 16, Ln. 1-20). 

Regarding claim 2, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein a linked group 
includes one still image file with one or more sound passage files (Col. 7, Ln. 5-9; Col. 7, Ln. 
14-23; one or more media-objects/sound/images types can be combined to form a linked group). 

Regarding claim 3, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein a linked group may 
consist of one sound passage file with one or more still image files (Col. 7, Ln. 5-9; Col. 7, Ln. 
14-23; one or more media-objects/sound/images types can be combined to form a linked group). 

Regarding claim 4, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the user interface is 
adapted such that a user can select a first and second view of the image files (Fig. 4A indicates 
the first view, and Fig. 4B indicates the second view) wherein in the first view a plurality of 
sound passage files, still image files or linked groups are displayed in an index format for review 
(Fig. 4A, Col. 7, Ln. 37-48), and wherein in the second view an individual sound passage file, 
still image file or linked group is adapted to be displayed for editing (Fig. 4A, selected image 
302; Fig. 18, selected audio 452; Col. 8, Ln. 7-15; in response to a user pressing a key to edit, 
one or more specialized edit screens is invoked for editing the selected media object/ 
sound/image file). 
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Regarding claim 5, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera as claimed wherein in the 
second view an additional sound passage file, still image file or linked group is also displayable 
(Fig. 4b, filmstrip 352 and large thumbnail 354 display the selected media object), wherein the 
user interface is adapted to allow linkage between the displayed files to form a new linked group 
(Col. 9, Ln. 44-67- Col. 10, Ln. 1-25; the four-way navigational control 200 and the soft key 
with label 306a of Figs. 4B and 5 enable user to create or associate/ link more media objects/files 
to a temporary group). 

Regarding claim 6, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein in the second view a 
further sound passage or still image is adapted to be captured and linked automatically to the 
individual sound passage file, still image file, or linked group displayed (Col. 7, Ln. 5-9; Col. 7, 
20-32; the examiner notices that the automatically linking between captured image and sound 
passage are inherent from the armotated image). 

Regarding claim 10, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera, fiirther comprising a time 
recording means to mark a captured still image or a captured sound passage with the time of 
recording (Col. 8, Ln. 36-40). 

Regarding claim 12, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera, wherein the user interface 
(Fig. 16, 308C) is adapted for selective deletion by a user of a still image file, a sound passage 
file or part of a sound passage file, or a linked group (Col. 10, Ln. 25-38; Col. 14, Ln. 1-17). 
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Regarding claim 13, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the user interface is 
adapted such that sound passage files and still image files of a linked group are viewable, 
selectively, either as part of the linked group or independently of the linked group (Fig. 4A 
shows all linked media objects; Fig. 4B shows a larger view of an individual media object 302). 

Regarding claim 14, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the user interface is 
adapted so that the sound passage files, the still image files, and the linked objects are all 
presentable to the user as a separate sequence, and that the user can select between these separate 
sequences for browsing (Col. 15, Ln. 12-48). 

Regarding claim 15, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the memory is 
arranged to retain linked groups as separate sound passage files, still image files, and one or 
more index files containing linking information (Figs. 9A-B; Col. 11, Ln. 29-67 - Col. 12, Ln. 1- 
5). 

Regarding claim 16, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the memory is 
arranged to retain linked groups as multimedia files (Col. 3, Ln. 37-40), including sound passage 
information, still image information, and linking information (Fig. 3; Figs. 9A-B; Col. 6, Ln. 50- 
55; CoL 11, Ln. 29-67; Col. 12, Ln. 1-5, media objects and linking information are stored and 
fetched from memory). 
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Regarding claim 17, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the sound passage 
flies and the still image files are both multimedia files (Col. 3, Ln. 37-40; Col. 8, Ln. 50-64). 

Regarding claim 18, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera further comprising a further 
data recording device for recording of another data type (Col. 5, Ln. 50-67), and wherein the 
memory device is adapted to record the other data type as a further data type file (Col. 6, Ln. 1-8; 
Col. 6, Ln. 47-55), and wherein the user interface is adapted for selectively linking one or more 
further data type files into a linked group, and for selectively unlinking one or more further data 
type files fi-om a linked group (Figs. 13-17, see user interface 308a-c for Video Editing Screen; 
Fig. 19, see user interface 308a-c for Text Editing Screen; Col. 9, Ln. 49-67; Col. 10, Ln. 19-38). 

Regarding claim 20, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the further data type 
is a video clip, and the further data recording device is a device for recording video clips (Fig. 3, 
video clip; Col. 5, Ln. 58-67- Col. 6, Ln. 1-8; Col. 6, Ln. 50-55). 

Regarding claim 22, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the memory includes 
a flash memory device (Fig. 1, mass storage device 122; Col. 6, Ln. 4-8). 

Regarding claim 23, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the digital camera is 
adapted to be handheld by a user for still image and sound passage capture (see Fig. 2A). 

Regarding claim 25, Pavley et al. disclose a memory for a digital camera having a still 
image capture structure for capturing still images, sound recording apparatus for capturing sound 
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passages, a user interface, and the memory (Figs. 1-2A; Col. 3, Ln. 55-60 - Col. 4, Ln. 1-34), the 
memory including a still image file and a set of instructions for (a) linking one or more of the 
captured still images with one or more of the captured soimd passages to form a linked group 
(Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; Col. 7, Ln. 14-23; Col. 9, Ln. 49-67 - Col. 10, Ln. 1-35; Pavley teaches the 
"mark" function for adding image or media objects to the slide-show/group), (b) unlinking one 
or more elements from a linked group (Col. 9, Ln. 49-67; Pavley teaches the "Unmark" function 
for removing image or media objects to the slide-show/group), and (c) associating a still image 
file with a particular point of time or period of time in the sound passage or a sound passage file 
(Col. 12, Ln. 6-13; Pavley teaches a camera wherein one of the still image and sequential images 
are displayed for a predefined time on the screen while any associated audio are played; Col. 14, 
Ln. 17-52; Pavley further teaches that the audio and video editing screen are operated and 
appeared the same and thereby allowing the operator to select a particular point of time in the 
sound wave for associating v^th other media object. Further more, Pavley teaches the media 
objects having one or more media types associated therewith, wherein the media types include a 
still image, sequential image, video, and audio; see Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; Col. 7, Ln. 37-67 - Col. 8, 
Ln. 1-15. The duration of the media object during the slide-show are provided with three setting: 
a predefined fixed 3 second duration, an automatic setting causing the media object to be played 
for the duration of the associated audio object and a random setting wherein the user randomly 
branches to the associated media objects and continue on with the slide show presentation; see 
Col. 15, Ln. 65-67 - Col. 16, Ln. 1-20). 
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Regarding claim 26, Pavley et al. disclose 26. (Ne-) A method of operating a digital 
image capture apparatus, comprising: 

capturing still images (Col. 3, Ln, 55-60); 

capturing sound passages (Col. 5, Ln. 9; Col. 5, Ln. 60-67); 

retaining still images as still image files and sound passages as sound passage files (Col. 
9, Ln. 49-67 - Col. 10, Ln. 1-35; Col. 13, Ln. 33-44; Col. 14, Ln. 45-52; it is noticed that the still 
images and audio files may be selectively: marked/unmarked to a group, edited, changed the 
properties associated with the media objects; therefore, it is inherent that the still images and the 
sound passages may be retained as the still images and sound passage files respectively); 

selectively linking one or more still image files with one or more soxmd passage files to 
form a linked group (Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; Col. 7, Ln. 14-23; Col. 9, Ln. 49-67 - Col. 10, Ln. 1-35; 
Pavley teaches the "mark" function for adding image or media objects to the slide-show/group); 

selectively unlinking one or more files from a linked group (Col. 9, Ln. 49-67; Pavley 
teaches the "Unmark" function for removing image or media objects to the slide-show/group); 
and 

associating a still image file v^th a particular point of time or period of time in the sound 
passage of a sound passage file (Col. 12, Ln. 6-13; Pavley teaches a camera wherein one of the 
still image and sequential images are displayed for a predefined time on the screen while any 
associated audio are played; Col. 14, Ln. 17-52; Pavley further teaches that the audio and video 
editing screen are operated and appeared the same and thereby allowing the operator to select a 
particular point of time in the sound wave for associating with other media object. Further more, 
Pavley teaches the media objects having one or more media types associated therewith, wherein 
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the media types include a still image, sequential image, video, and audio; see Col. 2, Ln. 39-56; 
Col. 7, Ln. 37-67 - Col. 8, Ln. 1-15. The duration of the media object during the slide-show are 
provided with three setting: a predefined fixed 3 second duration, an automatic setting causing 
the media object to be played for the duration of the associated audio object and a random setting 
wherein the user randomly branches to the associated media objects and continue on with the 
slide show presentation; see Col. 15, Ln. 65-67 - Col. 16, Ln. 1-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 8, 9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pavley in view of Ejima et al. (US-6,327,423). 

Regarding claim 8, Pavley et al. disclose a digital camera wherein the digital camera is 
capable of recording image annotation (Col. 7, Ln. 5-9). However, Pavley fails to explicitly 
disclose a digital camera wherein the digital camera is adapted such that the camera apparatus is 
adapted capture one or more still images at the same time that the sound recording apparatus is 
capturing a sound passage. However, the limitations are well known in the art as taught by 
Ejima et al. 

In the same field of endeavor, Ejima teaches a digital camera, which enables users to 
capture sound and images simultaneously, and time out the sound recording by a sound 
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recording switch (Figs. 14-15; Col. 1, Ln. 60-64; Col. 14, Ln. 5-27). Ejima further teaches a 
continuous photo shooting mode wherein users can shoot 1, 8, or 32 frames per second as long as 
the release switch is pressed (Col. 4, Ln. 45-57). In light of the teaching from Ejima, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the camera apparatus of Pavley with the recording sound and image apparatus taught by 
Ejima in order to simultaneously recording image and sound and control the sound recording 
process in a predetermined time. 

Regarding claim 9, Pavley as modified by Ejima discloses a digital camera wherein any 
still images captured at the same time as a sound passage are provided initially as part of a linked 
group with the sound passage (Ejima; Col. 1, Ln. 60-67 - Col. 2, Ln. 1-3; Col. 14, Ln. 5-27; Col. 
17, Ln. 58-60). 

Regarding claim 11, Pavley et al. and Ejima contain all limitations in claim 8, and further 
disclose that the time recording means is adapted to mark the time of capture of a captured still 
image relative to a contemporaneously recorded sound passage (Pavley, CoL 8, Ln. 37-40). 

8. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pavley in view of 
Ejima et al. (US-2002-0,057,294). 

Regarding claim 19, Pavley et al. fail to disclose a digital camera wherein the further data 
type is handwriting data and the further data recording device is a device for recording 
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handwritten in a digital representation. However, the limitations are well known in the art as 
taught by Ejima et al. 

In the same field of endeavor, Ejima teaches a digital camera which enables users to 
capture soimd, images, and handwriting/memo (Sec. 0120-0123). Ejima further teaches that the 
memo in memory buffer 36 is stored in memory card 24 when the button 7B (enter) is pushed 
(Sec. 0124-25). In light of the teaching from Ejima, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the further data of Pavley 
by adding the handwriting/ memo data type taught by Ejima in order to provide a means to 
record and associate handwriting comments on the captured images. 

9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Palvley in view 
of Keirsbilck (US-5,920,350). 

Regarding claim 21, Pavley et al. fail to disclose a digital camera wherein the sound 
recording apparatus and the camera apparatus are arranged for data capture in a substantially 
common direction. However, the limitations are well known in the art as taught by Keirsbilck. 

In the same field of endeavor, Keirsbilck teaches a digital camera wherein the 
microphone's apertures are extended from the front and rear of the camera ( Fig. 1, 22; Col 3, 
Ln. 20-30). Keirsbilck further teaches that the microphone is capable of receiving bi-directional 
sound (Col. 3, Ln. 13-19). In light of the teaching from Keirsbilck, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify sound recording 
apparatus of Pavley by having a bi-directional microphone taught by Keirsbilck in order to detect 
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the sound from the scene as well as from the rear, and reduce noises from background, and 
camera mechanism (Keirsbilck; Col. 3, Ln. 1-19). 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung H. Lam whose telephone number is 571-272-7367. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday SAM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's primary, 
NGOC YEN VU can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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